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Preface
  The first six reports were presented at the "Concluding workshop on coral reef studies"
held on November 30, 1993 in Kochi, Japan.
  The research project entitled "Studies on the nutrient metabolism in coral reefs" was carried
out during the period from 1991 to 1993. The project was proposed as the first trial for coop-
eration in academic activities between the University of Queensland, Australia and Kochi Uni-
versity, Japan. The "University-to-university co-operative research" and the "Concluding
workshop" were carried out with the financial support of Monbusho International Scientific Re-
search Program. The project was aimed at elucidating the fiux of nutrients between microor-
ganisms and reef-building microorganisms in the Great Barrier Reef, known as a place of mys-
tery and wonder for scientists (Bermett and Mather, 1993).
                            .
  I regret that we had very restricted opportunities to collaborate because the research site is
quite far from Kochi. Therefore, the research on}y provided fundamental data, and further
studies are needed for better understanding of nutrient metabolism in coral reefs. However, I
feel strongly that continued cooperation between the University of Queensland aRd Kochi Uni-
versity wil1 lead to fruitfu1 and exciting research in the future.
  On behalf of the scientists who participated in this project, I would 1ike to express my sin-
cere gratitude to Dr. Ian D. Lawn, Director of Heron Island Research Station, University of
Queensland, and the staff of the Research Station for their kind assistance and support. I am
also very grateful to Dr. Patricia Mather, Dr. Fujiko Chamberlain, Dr. Matthew Sheehy, Mr.
Naoki Kawagnchi and Mt. Kazuishi Watabe for their cooperation. My sincere thanks go to Mr.
Satoru Mikami for his technical assistance.
  I also thank the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority for permitting us to carry out the
research surveys on Heron ReeL
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       Hideo MiyosHi
       Chief scientist
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